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Under the auspices of three NIH grants, as well as through generous support from all four departments, this program provides short-term summer training in research to talented dental students.  It is intended that this brief exposure to research and scientific inquiry will stimulate trainees to continue in research and graduate training and pursue academic and/or research careers.  In addition, students gain insight into the scientific conduct of research through supervision by experienced research faculty mentors.  The program, now in its twenty-ninth year of funding, has been quite successful in this regard.  Many recipients of these summer trainee fellowships have continued to engage in research and academic careers, including several who have gone on to obtain MS or PhD degrees. 

SHORT-TERM RESEARCH TRAINING FOR DENTAL STUDENTS
ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE 2009 FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM

The National Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Research, the National Center for Research Resources (via the UCSF CTSI) and the School of Dentistry departments provide funding for short term summer research training fellowships to provide research-training experiences to dental students.  


To be eligible students must be US citizens or permanent residents*. Applicants are required to prepare a suitable research protocol and conduct the proposed research under the guidance and supervision of a faculty mentor who is actively engaged in basic or applied scientific research relevant to dental problems. No more than one applicant is permitted per mentor.  Only UCSF faculty members may serve as principal mentors.  The application should have a title page which includes the title of the project, the name and e-mail address of the student and their mentor(s). The protocol must include the aims of the study, a brief review of the relevant literature, a description of the methods to be used and of how the data will be analyzed. 

The trainees will prepare: 1) an abstract and a written final report summarizing the results of their research project, which must be turned in to the Office of Graduate and Research Affairs and 2) present a poster of their findings at the Fall 2009 Research and Clinical Excellence Day on October 8, 2009.

*A very limited number of non-federally funded fellowships may be available to non US citizens or permanent residents.

To qualify for consideration for funding, applications must be submitted to Roger Mraz in the Office of Graduate and Research Affairs (Box 0430, Room S-619A) by 4:30 pm, Friday, April  10, 2009.  Any applications received after this date will not be considered.  You will be notified of the Committee decision by Tuesday, May 11, 2009.

Summary
The proposal must include the following:
· One hard copy as well as an electronic copy of a research protocol written by the student after consultation with the project mentor (a list of prospective mentors is attached to this document).
· One original copy of a letter from the prospective mentor stating that s/he has read the proposal as submitted and is willing to supervise the research described if the project is selected for funding.
· Verification of completion of the Laboratory Safety for Researchers online training. http://www.ehs.ucsf.edu/Training/oehsTraining.asp
· Research protocols for projects involving human subjects must include a copy of the Committee on Human Research (CHR) approval and also include evidence of HIPAA training completion with the submission of the proposal. 

· Research protocols for projects involving the use of vertebrate animals must include a copy of the Committee on Animal Research (CAR) approval and evidence of Laboratory Housing/Handling training completion with the submission of the proposal. 
The projects proposed must be such that they can reasonably be completed within a three-month period.  Funding will be awarded on the basis of creativity, originality, feasibility, careful preparation, and attention to detail in the experimental design. Factors such as the applicant's previous research experience in professional institutions, undergraduate scholastic record, and motivation will be considered.

Each trainee will receive a total stipend in the amount of [$5,193] for the three-month period (paid in four installments), together with a small allowance to the mentor's laboratory to cover expendable supplies.

Awardees will be required to:

· Devote 40 hours per week for 12 weeks to the project.
· Interact with the mentor concerning the project from its initiation to its completion and throughout the progress of the research.
· Submit a written report, including a typed abstract, at the end of the summer.  The abstract must be approved (in writing) by the trainee's mentor.
· Present a poster describing the results of the research at the Fall 2009 Research and Clinical Excellence Day.  In addition to the poster presentation a trainee may be asked to give an oral presentation.
